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Capacities for choice = capacities for (i) evaluation
of options against desires and (ii) implementation
Proposal: Self-endorsement — a condition for
autonomous choice — involves seeking to maximize -
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Absence of coercion

(Trait capacities for choice)

Christman’s (1991) test of (ontological)
authenticity

(summary)

A desire is authentic if, at the time of its
formation, the agent approved of the influence
on their desires, or would have approved of it
had they given it careful thought.

WELL-BEING

Pursuit of desire
perceived as
authentic

Self-endorsement

New/important constructs

¢ “Genuine” (ontological) self-endorsement, cf
experienced self-endorsement: Less choice,
more instrumentality.

e “Genuine” (ontological) authenticity, cf.
perceived authenticity. Can we develop
operative measures? (cf. self-infiltration8 )

¢ Map out comprehensively the capacities for
choice and how they are affected by
circumstances.

Defining the “full exercise” of capacities

= “Perfect” exercise, because trait capacities
interact with external circumstances

Trait capacities for choice
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=> Autonomy of choice is a matter of degree!
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